.
lord of the village of Lannoy (which through his initiative 3 was to become a town), chamberlain of both the duke of Burgundy and the king of France, governor of Holland, Zeeland and Friesland from 1448 to 1462, governor of Walloon Flanders from 1462, and knight of the Order of the Golden Fleece. For the French king he became, in 1463, captain of Amiens, Arras, Doullens and Mortagne, and bailiff of Amiens. 4 Between 21 October 1464 and 3 May 1465 (n.st.), he wrote a treatise in the form of a letter to his newborn son Louis, in order to instruct him about the duties of a nobleman. 5 It is the emphasis given to reputation which makes this work stand out from other, similar treatises, often written by more learned men. 6 Already the structure of the chapters point in this direction. Before proceeding to the topics of the seven deadly sins, the service at court and the motif of disce mori, Lannoy presents a chapter on bien parler, and another one on bien aller. Bien parler does not only mean -as it seems to in that passage of the letter most quoted by today's historians-to excel in learned rhetorical skills in order not to stand back in the contest with non-noble courtiers. 7 Across several passages, Jean de Lannoy evokes noble life and the court as a place where the spoken word has to be measured with care. The word is the arrow which cannot be taken back: 8 
